Brookvale Community Association, Basingstoke. 
                         Ref: RBS/BCA/CWW01

Churchill Way West Development Sub-committee
    
 Nov. 2005


Minutes of Sub Committee Meeting Nr 1
Held on the autumn of 2005 at 18.00 hrs. on site on the allotments.
Present:


Chris Hall 
(Main Committee Member, Disability & Mobility Co-ordinator and Sub-committee member)

Malcolm Macinnes 

(Sub-committee Chair)
Ted Blackmore-Squires 
(Sub-committee secretary)

Jane Griggs 


(Sub-committee member)

Michael Hutton

(Flaxfield Road resident)
Apologies:
None
Agenda: 

1. Background

2. View site
3. Form committee
4. Date of next meeting.

1 Background.
The site of the proposed development comprises the land to the North of the dual carriageway known as Churchill Way West and to the South of the main railway line. To the West the land is bounded by the currently use allotments and to the East by Victory Roundabout and Alencon Link.

The site was formally allotments and is currently deregulated and lying fallow, it was the subject of a planning application in 1998/9 when Governor Estates proposed an over flow carpark. At that time the BCA produced a proposal for a park and nature reserve with report on the flora and fauna present on the site, a copy of the planned nature park was tabled at the meeting. PMN. Planning permission for the carpark was granted with some 18 conditions attached which may still be relevant top any new application. Governor did not proceed with the plan for the carpark at this location.
The nature park included a community woodland, schools projects areas, meadows, avenues of trees (including the retention of the poplars), habitat areas, a pond and community garden. A copy of the plan for the nature park is attached, it is hoped that some of the features, especially the poplars can be retained in any eventual scheme.

Pressure upon the Council from GOSE requires that all Council owned land is investigated with a view to providing sustainable developments on such land with due consultation with all parties involved.

The redundant allotment area was featured in the Council’s Central Action Plan in 2002 indicating medium rise development along the central spine road. There was an intention to add a cycle and pedestrian access. The council produced a development framework in 2004 with the land north of Churchill Way included as D.4.10 in support of the local plan proposals. Up to 300 residential units and adequate provision of public open space was indicated. In April 004 the Council authorised the sale of the land for development and a survey was carried out.

2 The site.
We walked the site and viewed the flora and fauna and the general situation. The wilderness feel of the hawthorn and blackberry bushes had a magical feel about it. Autumnal air cooled as the sun set in the west and the birds settled for the night.

We knew we had to do something to protect the area from inappropriate development.

We agreed to from a committee as above and MM would be chair, TBS secretary. No funds would be collected all would fund their own costs, BCA committee room available foc.

3 Next steps.
To liaise with council to consult on the proposals and to attend the consultation meeting on 20thDec05.




All present by email.




BCA website

Ted Blackmore-Squires.



Malcolm Macinnes

Secretary to the sub-committee.


Chair to the subcommittee

13, Tintagel Close 




83, Flaxfield Road
Basingstoke





Basingstoke

RG23 8JE





RG21 8SE
01256 324313
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