Brookvale Community Association (BCA), 
                         MBM/REBS/ /BCA/DSC/12

Development Sub-Committee (DSC)



   7Aug08


Minutes of Sub Committee Meeting Nr 12
Held on the 7th August 2008 at 19.30 hrs Brookvale Village Hall, Lower Brook Street, RG21 7SD

Agenda: 


Previously prepared and issued by emails 27th June 2008 and 5th August 2008 as follows:

1. Present & Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes / Notes of Last Meeting Nr 10,15th April 2008 and Nr.11, 17th June 2008
3. Review of Meeting Nr11 attached papers, matters arising.
4. Subcommittee Membership
5. B&DBC Liaison
6. Victory Hill Liaison
7. Current developments:

CWW  

* Response for top ten points for DWH liaison 

* DWH liaison to progress works in progress 

* Response for raising an injunction to hold the CWW Footway/Cycleway open 
8. Reports: 



8.1 Disability Access Forum; Monitoring and preserving all accesses.

8.2 Town Centre Vision

8.3 Central Govt Consultations
7. New Planning Applications: Redevelopment of 120-122 Worting Rd
8. Existing Applications: Taking on more developments
9. New Consultations Thorneycroft, West Ham site, BCOT, Chute House
10. Planning List Monitoring Volunteer to track all issues and responses on a database
11. Community Involvement: 
12. AOB
13. DONM
1.1 Present:
Malcolm MacInnes 

(DSC Chair and Mgt Cttee Member)

R. E. (Ted) Blackmore-Squires (DSC Secretary) 

Cllr. John Shaw 

(Local B&DBC Cllrs) 


Chris Hall 
(BDS Cttee, Mgt Cttee, DAF Member, Resident)

Martin Edge


Victory Hill Resident (VH Liaison Ctte Chair).

Maurice Cookson

Victory Hill Resident. (VH Liaison Ctte).
Caroline Welton.

Brookvale Resident (joined at minute position 4)
Roger Freeman

Brookvale Resident

1.2 Apologies: Cllr. Doris Jones, Cathy Williams.
2. Minutes / Notes of Last Meeting Nr 10,15th April 2008 and Nr.11, 17th June 2008

2.1
The minutes of the 15th April 2008 meeting Nr.10 were signed and dated as a true record and placed 
in the BCA filing cabinet.

2.2
The minutes of the 17th June 2008 were corrected in that Pam Banks was present at the 
meeting, minutes corrected and initialled. Minutes of meeting Nr.11 were signed and dated 
as a true record and placed in the BCA filing cabinet along with associated papers and notes.

3. Review of Meeting Nr11 attached papers, matters arising.

3.1
Item 10 had raised issues of the powers of the DSC, reference to earlier commitments that the 
DSC would not be just a talking shop were repeated.  It was confirmed and agreed that the 
DSC do not have the resources to initiate legal action by issuing writs or taking out 
injunctions. The DSC was to prepare a caution for the benefit of all committee members and 
to issue a future disclaimer to protect our committee.



All to note
3.2
The extent of the conservation area was reiterated and confirmed that 73 Worting Road was 
inside the conservation area.







All to note
4. Subcommittee Membership.

The new attendees were welcomed.
All were pressed to get more people involved in large and/or small measure. 
There had been criticism of the way the DSC worded a flyer to encourage attendance at the Thorneycroft Meet The Developer DSC Mtg (nr.11 17Jun08).  This was delegated work in progress carried out by concerned volunteers keen to increase Resident participation.

A special meeting held on 31Jul08 clarified this intent and highlighted the sensitivity of some residents to the use of scare mongering tactics. An agreement was reached on the issue of the need for more resident participation.
Another criticism of the way our DSC delegates tasks to members and vets their work, was to be resolved by another special meeting which was declined.  Again, the need for active volunteers was stressed, because we don’t need yet another “talking shop”.

All to note
5. B&DBC Liaison 
5.1 
There had been no response received to the DSC request to meet with B&DBC.  Action MM
5.2 
After a long discussion, the comment was made that everything we say/write falls on deaf ears. The next moves for the DSC were asked. The DSC consider that the points made in respect of CWW (For example) were not properly considered nor acted upon, not all the facts were acted upon (DSC assess that a 16% satisfaction level was achieved). The DSC has started a complaint and is working through the various procedures also involving the Local Government Ombudsman which may take years to resolve. This highlights the inconsistent application of policy; doubled up bridges over Ringway North and new bridge at CWE but not at CWW, “de cul-de-saccing” May Street but not west end of WW or Eli Lilly site, no procedures to engage specific Community concerns about lack of provision of new footway access in new developments.  There can be no trust in B&DBC when Development Control Officers (DCC) do not maintain a dialog with our DSC.  


          Action MM
5.3 
MM approached the B&DBC Communities Dept. to understand what would happen about the Empowering Communities Whitepaper and the Sustainable Communities Act (SCA).  He was advised that the Officers were looking into these with no known targets (may take at least a year) and that these would be referred to the Portfolio Holder with no promise of Consultation, timescale or budget (may take at least another year – Seems we can expect obfuscation until at least 2010 on both these!
5.4 
Clearly, we at BCA / DSC need to escalate these issues (see Mtg 10), as we again reaffirmed that we are not a talking shop.  Both B&DBC and HCC appear to be continuing along the path of systemic failures in both communication and of “doing the peoples will”; being merely absorbed in tweaking commercially driven development with no real care for Community liaison long term.  It was hoped that the October 08 SCA can open up liaison.  MM approached the regional body Community Development South East (CDSE) who have worked on both the Empowering Communities Whitepaper and the SCA with a view to CDSE brokering an ongoing liaison with B&DBC/HCC using the CDSE facilitation “Forging New Relationships”. 





          Action 
6. Victory Hill Liaison.

The BCA AGM in May08 had 23 people in attendance, some from Victory Hill who requested that a forum be set up to address the VH residents concerns for the locality and the deterioration of the buildings and parking issues including the lack of visitor parking. There is a serious lack of DDA compliance at VH. The VH management should anticipate the needs of disabled people. There could be some commitment from the affordable home block (at the far western end of WW).  George and Rebecca to be asked to make contact and invite residents to come to the DSC, and send email addresses to MM and TBS.  
Action MC / ME
7. Current developments:

7.1 CWW  Response for top ten points for DWH liaison to progress works in progress, cycle 
way issues to be monitored.  Path to / from VH still not addressed by council.    Action: TBS

7.1 The suggestion to raise an injunction to hold the CWW Footway/Cycleway open could 
not be progressed as the committee decided we did not have the resources to issue and 
defend a legal 
counter action.







All to note

7.2 120-122 Worting Road (see mtg 11 minutes 17Jun08) CW/RF .We need a format that will be listened to by the developer. Consultation period closed. Developer has met with B&DBC Planning Officers. The DSC was very concerned that the residents were again being tolerated in a pre-agreed process to an established outcome. Cllr Shaw stated that the Officers were generally even handed, clearly the Developers will wish to maximise every point to their advantage. Policies were in place to provide a check; the local plan also had to be applied.   Residents’ objections to be monitored with view to progressing this application at the B&DBC DCC.  The BCA website to be updated about this application.
        Action: MM
8. Reports: 

8.1.1 Cllr Shaw reported on the land-swap proposals with Lemon Land, the planning 
proposals for north of the railway will not be considered before Nov/Dec08. The appropriate 
planning policy was in place. The West tunnel under the railway may be opened.  


(The DSC require a footway tunnel to access the Hotel from WW/Rail Station). 
All to note

8.1.2 The BCOT site on Worting Road was designated for educational use, a meeting with 
B&DBC and Lemon Land was expected to discuss this policy.
           
            All to note
8.2.1 Disability Access Forum (DAF); Monitoring and preserving all accesses for all users. The DAF had a steering group who advised on the access issues raised through employment, education, leisure and well being for all disadvantaged groups. The DAF and Basingstoke Voluntary Services (BVS) identified many issues to the B&DBC Officers, but to date, there were no known positive responses from B&DBC.



          Action: CH

8.2.2 Crown Heights Bridge access and the threat of closure was still an on going issue, to be 
monitored.








          Action: CH
8.2.2 Cranbourne Lane: The footpath runs alongsidee the road past the school under the ringroad bridge towards the Viables Roundabout.  The school governors wish to close and redirect the path due to continued vandalism at the school which is unfenced at Cranbourne Lane.  From a DDA viewpoint the existing direct route is preferred, however, options are being explored.









         Action: CH

8.2.3 DAF again requested written notices and objections in order to take the complaints forward; nothing can be done with verbal only complaints.   
         
         To be noted

8.2.4 HCC were continuing to correct old and install new dropped kerbs – ongoing 
monitoring by DAF.

           





         To be noted

8.2.5 Our hall has one dropped kerb into the car park, but none at the East, should an 
emergency require evacuation via the east ramp. BCA main Ctte to consider.      Action: CH

8.3 Town Centre Vision: The original Malls are to be redeveloped & the disabled/care 
facility upgraded. Converting the town Library into a “Discovery Centre” (like that at 
Winchester) is on hold due to the economic situation. 



       Noted

8.4 Central Govt Consultations: The “Empowering Communities” project is due to be 

initiated, our DSC to obtain this and a copy of the SCA 


        Action: MM
7. New Planning Applications: no significant ones reported.




All to note
8. Existing Applications: 46-49 Essex Road.  HCC opposed the encroachment onto Victory Green,  Anne Gray (DAF) had been contacted, then the application was withdrawn.

All to note
9. New Consultations: 191 May Street was up for sale. West Ham site, Chute House 
All to note
10. Planning List Monitoring Volunteer required to track all issues and responses on a database.

11. Community Involvement: 
11.1 There was a lengthy discussion about this issue. The effort to get residents more involved must increase; suggestions were made for regular public meetings to better inform the residents and to encourage participation. We have to ensure that we are more effective and heard.


 






All to note
11.2 Neighbourhood Plan: B&DBC are considering inviting these from the town areas (similar to the village and parish plans already in use outside the urban area). B&DBC will start in areas where there is already a community spirit. Agreed that we commence by inviting Residents to participate by way of a survey in the BCA Blurb. 
        Action: MM
11.3 Conservation area (West Brookvale and Worting Road). Agreed that any search for opinions within the conservation area as to its continuance, control or the imposition of sanctions for offenders would lead to conflict within the community as the issues are subjective. The older area of Brookvale had available special funding with specific grants to preserve the character of the area, feature to appear in a future Blurb.  Agreed that specific objectionable developments would be dealt with case by case.


All to note
12. AOB


12.1 The BCA website updating issues were not moving forward fast enough.     Action MM

12.2 The B&DBC is currently consulting on all aspects of carparking within the town area. 
Please send your comments to the B&DBC Planning Dept. The B&DBC will be amending 
its travel policy to restrict short journey parking.



           Action: All

12.3 The Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) met on 3Jul08 at the Carnival Hall to provide a “Community Forum Theme”.

This seems to be another expensive talking shop for mass naval gazing at which MM and TBS both expressed utter dismay at both the lack of diversity of the various represented bodies and the lack of evidence of taking onboard previous Community based suggestions and requests.
The LSP Indicators are being rewritten and not being related to or merged with the Council Performance Indicators or the County National Performance Indicator subset to establish the trends.  
This is expected to obscure poor evidence of Resident involvement and will not address the new buzzwords of Communities “taking control” and “place shaping”, that is what can Communities do when a private Developer buys land and builds what they want?
The LSP Chair Stephen Sheedy commited at that meeting to address these issues.
All to note
13. DONM: The BCA/DSC next meeting will be on Tuesday 25th November 2008 7.30pm
Distribution:


All present by email and post, BCA website, BCA wider group, Ward and County Councillors

Malcolm MacInnes.




Ted Blackmore-Squires
Chair to the Sub-Committee.



Secretary to the Sub- Committee

83, Flaxfield Road




13, Tintagel Close





Basingstoke





Basingstoke

RG21 8SE





RG23 8JE
01256 364498





01256 324313








Minutes approved by 

Signature…………………………………..
Date……………….





Print name…………………………………
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